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A D VERTISEMENT. 



THE Reader may depend upon the following 
Poem being the genuine produdtion of a native 
of America: the author is not vain enough to flatter 
himfelf, that it will throw any fre(h luftre on the cha- 
radler of General Washington, or entitle his unikilful 
mufe to the fmalleft degree of poetical fame. His fole 
view in penning this epiftle was to exprefs^ in the befl: 
manner he was able, the warm feelings of a grateful 
individual towards that didinguifhed and bed of men; 
to whom he, and every American, will in all likelihood 
be indebted for the independence and commercial pro- 
fperity of his country.* 

* The fole motive for republifhing this Poem, and adding thereto a [ketch of 
the Life and Charadler of General Washington (which the Editor now gives to 
(he reader in the plain unaltered narrative of the Author, who is connedled and 
intimate in the family of that great man) is for the chariublc purpofe of railing a 
few guineas to relieve, in a fmall meafure, the diftreiles of fome hundreds of 
American prifoners, now fuffcring confinement in the gaols of England. The 
profits arifing from the fale of this book will be faithfully appropriated to 
that purpofe ; and this the Editor refts aflured will be a much Wronger incitement 
for the benevolent and humane to become purchafers of it, than any intrinfic 
value the performance may demand. 
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Very large and liberal fums were given for this charitable purpofe in January 
1778. — The Committee appointed for its diftribution, to prevent an overflow of 
public gencrofity, clo(cd the fubfcription, thinking it was very ample ; and hoped 
that after fomc fliort period no prifoners, in this ever to be lamented war, would 
on either fide remain. That hope having vanilhed, the progrcfs of calamity not 
being ftopt, and no profpect of its conclufion, the Committee again opened the 
fubfcription ; and with a degree of fucccfs that places the charadler of the nation 
and of individuals in the mod honorable light, by proving that their humanity is 
not the capricious or fafhionable exertion of the moment, but a conflant impulfe, 
and the deliberate refult of their reafon. This additional fubfcription, though 
difburfed with oeconomy, is now expended, and the wants of thefe unhappy 
fuffcrers nearly as extenfive as ever. — The pains of captivity cannot be much 
lightened by this (mall mite of an obfcure individual ; but fuch munificent dona- 
tions as havtf been made by Englifhmen towards their relief, mud (lamp a Icflbn 
on the minds of thofe unfortunate captives, and our American brethren in general, 
that they (hould not withdraw all national affc£Uon from a country, the bulk of 
whofe inhabitants have not withdrawn all national afiedlion from them. 

iV. B, If there are any of the Generous and Humane who have not yet 

fubfcribed to the relief of the American prifoners^ this publication gives 

them a fair opportunity to exercife their benevolence^ by fending their 

donations for thu book to the publijbers, which they may be ajfured will 

be faithfully applied^ as it will be paid into the Committee for American 

prifoners hy the Editor. 
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Oft nobly fways 

Ingenuous youth : 
But from the coward and the lying mouth 
Praife is reproach. Eternal God alone 
For mortals fixes that fublime award. 
He, from the faithful records of his throne. 
Bids the hiftorian and the bard 
Difpofe of honour and of fcom : 
Difcem the patriot from the flave ; 
And write the good, the wife, the brave. 
For leilbns to the multitude unborn. 

Akenside's Ode. 

WHILE many a fervile Mufe her fuccour lends 
To flatter tyrants, or a tyrant's friends, 
While thoufands flaughter'd at Ambition's flirine 
Are made a plea to court the tuneful Nine; 
Whilft laureats lift their heroes to the fky, 
Foretel their conquefts twice a year, and lie. 
Damn half-ftarv'd rebels to eternal (hame. 
Or paint them trembling at Britannia's name; 

Permit 
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Permit an humble bard, Great Chief j to raife 
One truth-ereded trophy to thy praife : 
No flattering colours (hall thefe numbers feek, 
To tinge with bluihes Virtue's modeft cheek : 
Call forth to view no great or generous deed, 
But foes muft own, and Wafliington may read. 

Say, where along yon venerable wood, 
My native ftream* fwells thy Potomack's flood, 
Shall my untutor'd Mufe begin the fong. 
Which future bards in rapture fliall prolong ; 
Or there my little bark prefume to fail, 
Fann'd by fair Liberty* s infpiring gale ? 
Fair Liberty, of man the nobleft claim. 
Great fource of blifs, kind nurse of arts and fame ; 
Shey wrong'd and exil'd from yon eaftern climes. 
Perhaps may deign to liften to thefe rhymes ; 
And in thefe regions pleas'd to find relief. 
May bear them fmiling to her fav'rite chief: 
Illuftrious Chief! whom with one common voice 
An injured people chofe, and Heav'n approv'd the choice. 

Forth from the bofom of thy calm retreat. 
At once the hero's and the fage's feat, 
Where bounteous Nature fpreads her choiceft gifts 
Of woods and lawns along thy native clifl!s,f 

♦ The river Wiccomico, which empties itfcif into the great river Potomack. 
f ClifFi of Virginia formed by the banks of the Potomack. 
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[7j 

Where, with the Graces, Wifdom chofe to roam. 
Where fweet Simplicity had fix*d her home, 
Where wedded Love difplay'd his mildeft ray. 
To gild each rifing and each fetting day, 
And with a fmile could fmooth the brow of Care, 
Save when thy country's cries alarm'd thy car, 
Great Freedom call'd Thee to the glorious ftrife ; 
The tranquil fcenes of fweet domeftic life 
Delight no more : to arms 1 to arms ! (he cries ; 
To arms ! to arms ! each fifter-ftate replies. 
Be Thou great guardian of thy country's caufe, 
She faid, and hofts of heroes (hout applaufe. 

Thus, when of old, from his paternal farm 
Rome bad her rigid Cincinnatus arm, 
Th' illuftrious peafant rufhes to the field ; 
Soon are the haughty Volfii taught to yield ; 
His country fav'd, the folemn triumph o'er, 
He tills his native acres as before. 



Or, when Timoleon's god-like bofom glow'd 
To court true fame, and Virtue mark'd the road ; 
Joyful (he led him to Trinacria's || fhore, 
Andkings and kinglings quickly were no more : 
Soon was the tyrant § taught that power to own. 
That hurl'd him headlong from his guilty throne ; 

II Sicily. § Dionyfius the Tyrant. 
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Yet, tyrant-like, ambitious ftill to rule, 

He frown'd the petty monarch of a (chool; 

Whilft Thee, illuftrious Chief, no titles grace. 

Save friend and guardian to the human race. 

Hail, happy man ! crown'd with immortal bays, 

Before whofe glory (hrink the dwindled rays 

Of royal pageantry! thy gen'rous heart 

To Freedom's fons (hall ftill its warmth impart. 

Teach them their native dignity to fcan. 

And fcorn the wretch who fpurns his fellow-man : 

And when in eaftern climes, 'midft lawlefs fway. 

Thy fame (hall fink, and Freedom's wreaths decay, 

Thefe infant ftates (hall catch the god-like flame. 

And tyrants ftill fhall fhudder at thy name ; 

Then nobly dare Columbia* to be free, 

And what Timoleon was, thy Wafhington fhall be. 

What tho' proud Britain yet undrench'd with blood. 
Pour her deftruftive thoufands o'er the flood. 
With hellifh rage th' extremes of war purfue. 
Not conqueft now, but mean revenge her view ; 
What tho' to glut her unrelenting ire. 
Of German tyrants German flaves fhe hire. 
Teach them to riot in the lawlefs fpoil, 
Which erft had made her own brave fons recoil, . 
Roufe the grim favage to relentlefs war. 
And faintly tell his fcalpingarm to fpare: 

♦ America. 

What, 
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What tho' frcfti wreaths great vidl'ry ftill muft twine. 

To grace thy temples, Gates, or Arnold thine ; 

What tho' Herculean labours ftill remain, 

And all our battles muft be fought again ; 

Yet, if th' embattled field thy Genius guide. 

Or in the fenate Wifdom ftill preiide; 

Sooner (hall yon blue-mift-clad mountain '^ dread 

The rattling ftorms that war around his head. 

Sooner fhall night ufurp the beam of day. 

Than Freedom crouch beneath Oppreflion's fway : 

Calm and ferene (he views the gathering ftorm, 

Sees her brave youth around thy ftandard fwarm. 

Each bofom panting for the glorious wreath, 

Or^ ibould they fall, each grafping it in death. 

Come then, ye minions of tyrannic fway, 
Strive who fhall beft its dire commands obey : 
Let other Falmouths tell each future age. 
Of Britifh fleets th' unprecedented rage. 
And from their afhes this great truth proclaim, 
" Deftrudion only is the tyrant's aim : " 
Once more, fierce Vaughan, lead forth thy favage band, 
And fcatter defolation thro' the land ; 
Once more let Hudfon f mourn his rifled plains, 
His ravifti'd daughters and his murder'd fwains: 

* A lofty mountain on the confines of Maryland and Virginia called The Blue 
Rldgo, 

f The Hudfbn's, or North River, which runs through the province of New 
York, and Uls into the Atlantic Ocean at that city. 

B Or, 
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Or, if in Britons ftill fuch fouls fhould dwell 
As to thy lot, inhuman Dunmore, fell : 
Ev'n thy Virginia, Wafhington, may view 
Her infants bleed, her Norfolks blaze anew ; 
Befmear'd with gore frefh Butlers may arife. 
And with their fcalp-clad brows infult the ikies. 

All this may be ; the blood already fpilt 
Fills not, alas ! Britannia's cup of guilt ; 
Fell difappointment ftill her arm may brace 
To wreak her vengeance by fome frefli difgrace : 
Or, may not heav'n, yet eager to difclofe 
Th' unconquer'd foul that in thy bofom glows. 
Dangers on Dangers heap, new labors raife. 
Till in full luftre all thy virtues blaze; 
Till led by thee, the brave untutor'd band 
Chace hardy vet'rans from this injur'd land ; 
Till haughty Clinton to thy ftandard bow. 
Or (ink unnotic'd as a Gage or Howe, 
Till Britain, haplefs Britain ! curfe the hour, 
When urg'd by pride and infolence of pow'r 
She, fternly deaf to ev'ry juft petition. 
Thought with a frown to " look us to fubmiilion ? " 
Alas, poor Britain ! thus thy Sandwich fpoke. 
And eager fenates caught the fatal joke ; 
Each penfion'd fcribbler draws his fervile pen, 
And proves Americans are hardly men ; 

Of 



Of knaves and dailards the contemptuous names 
Amufe the fawning circles at St. James, 
And with this pray'r each courtly pulpit rings, 
" Heav'n fpare not rebels to the beft of kings ! " 

Such was thy folly, Britain ! fuch thy fate ! 
Thus (ink the proud and infolently great, 
Of heavenly vengeance doom'd to feel the rod, 
Who dare deride great Nature and her God. 

Far other thoughts, Columbia, be thy pride, 
Far other fprings thy public councils guide : 
Thine be the god-like talk, the glory thine. 
To kindle firft, and spread the flames divine 
Of true benevolence ; her gentle ftar 
Shall light the reicu'd millions from afar. 
Invite them fweetly on thefe plains to find 
The great afylum of opprefs'd mankind ; 
Then to their wond'ring eyes difclofe the plan 
Where the poor flave (hall read that he is man ; 
Tafte Freedom's charms more pure than Rome could boaft. 
Or Albion, once her fav'rite ifle, has loft. 

Great without pomp, without ambition brave, 
Proud, not to conquer fellow-men, but fave : 
Friend to the weak, a foe to none, but thofe 
Who plan their greatnefs on their brethren's woes ; 
Aw'd by no titles, undefil'd by luft ; 
Free without faftion, obftinately juft; 

B 2 Too 
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Too wife to learn from Machiavers falfeichool, 

That truth and perfidy by turns (hould rule ; 

Too rough for flatt'ry, dreading ev'n as death 

The baneful influence of Corruption's breath ; 

Warm'd by Religion's facred genuine ray. 

That points to future blifs th' unerring way ; 

Yet ne'er controul'd by Superftition's laws, 

That word of tyrants in the nobleft caufe ; 

The world's great mart, yet not by gold defil'd. 

To mercy prone, in juftice ever mild. 

Save to the man who ftrikes at Freedom's roots. 

And never curs'd with Mansf^— ds, N — ths, or B— tes. 

Such be my country ; what her fons (hould be, 
O ! may they learn, great Waftiington, from thee ! 
Thy private virtues be their public rule. 
Thy public condudt be the Patriot fchool ! 
That living law, from whence her riflng youth 
May gather wifdom, conftancy, and truth. 
Of Independence catch the gen'rous flame. 
And learn to fliudder at Opprefllon's name ! 

And when retiring late from earthly cares, 
Thy better part fliall mount her native fpheres, 
'Midft Patriot chiefs to tafte the pure delight 
Of ever having thought and afted right ; 
Still, Phoenix-like^ renew'd from age to age, 
Thy fpotlefs fame (hall grace th' hiftoric page. 
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Or flow expanded down the ft ream of time. 

The darling fubjedt of immortal rhyme; 

Such as rehearfed Pelides' fatal ire. 

Such as, great Milton, tun'd thy facred lyre, 

Or that fweet bard's, who fung the man that bore 

" His courfe to Latium from the Trojan (hore ! " 

Then Commerce here (hall fix his chief abode. 
And thy Potomack heave beneath the load 
Of crowding fleets ; each crew in grateful lays 
Thro* their rough throats (hall pour their deathlefs praife ; 
And, pointing to Mount Vernon, (hall relate, 
" There once liv*d Wa(hington, the good, the great, 

*' Whose arm preferv'd, whofe wifdom guides the ftate. 

" Yon temple rifing *midft th' encircling grove 

" To Fame and Him, a grateful people's love 

'^ Rais'd in full jubilee: yon ftrudure fair 

" Where Nature's God receives Religion's pray'r, 

** He rear'd a lafting monument to be 

** Of Heaven's beft favours to the Good and Free, 

" There, on Columbia's future blifs and pow'r, 

** Oft wou'd he mufe away the noon-tide hour ; 

*^ Alone, in public, this his conftant aim, 

'* That her great caufe and Nature's be the fame : 

" That Wifdom triumph thro' her wide domain, 

** And Freedom fix her everlafting fane/' 
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Mr. WASHINGTON'S Life and Character 



Maryland, May 3, 1779. 

IN compliance with the tequeft you made me in your laft 
obliging letter, I fet down to inform you of every intereft- 
ing particular that has come to my knowledge concerning 
the life and chatadter of General Waihington ; and I do this 
with the greater cheerful nefs, as I flatter myfelf I fllall be able 
to communicate a more accurate and circumftantial account 
of this illuftrious perfonage than has ever hitherto been laid 
before the public. If, from what I (hall fay, the know- 
ledge you already have of this excellent marl can be 
any-way improved, or any luftre can be added to that bril- 
liancy of charafter, which you give me to underftand he 
poflefles in the eyes of Europe, I (hall deem the pains I have 
been at, in procuring the following intelligence, as highly 
compenfated. 



General Wafliington is the third fon of Mr. Auguftine 
Waihington, a man of large property and diftinguifhed re- 
putation 
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putation in the date of Virginia : an anceftor of this gentle- 
man, about the period of the Revolution, fold his property, 
near Cave, in the Eaft Riding of Yorkftiire, and came over 
to Virginia, where he purchafed lands in King George's 
County ; and it was here that our hero was born on the 22d 
of February in the year 1733. In this county he has at this 
time three brothers, Samuel, John, and Charles, all gentle- 
men of confiderable landed property, and a (ifter who is mar- 
ried to colonel Fielding Lewis. His elder brother Lawrence, 
who went out a captain of the American troops, raifed for the 
Carthagena expedition, married the daughter of the honour- 
able William Fairfax of Belvoir, in Virginia, by whom he 
left one daughter, who dying young, and his fecond brother 
alfo dying without iflfue, the general fucceeded to the family- 
feat, which, in compliment to the gallant admiral of that 
name, is called Mount Vernon, and is delightfully fituated on 
the Potomack River, a few miles below Alexandria. General 
Waihington is the elded fon by a fecond marriage ; and 
having never been out of America, was educated (as youths 
of fortune in this country generally are) under the eye of his 
father by private tutorage : a flight tinfture of the Latin 
language, a grammatical knowledge of his mother-tongue, 
and the elements of the mathematics, were the chief objefts 
he was taught to purfue. For a few years after he quitted 
his tutor, he applied himfelf to the practical part of furvey- 
ing (a knowledge of which is eflfentially requiflte to men of 
landed property in this country) and was appointed furveyor 
to a certain diftrift in Virginia ; an employment rather cre- 
ditable 



( i6] 

ditable than lucrative ; though it afforded him an opportu- 
nity of chuiing fome valuable trads of land, and made him 
thoroughly acquainted with the frontier country. 

On the governor and council of Virginia receiving orders 
from England, in Odober 1753, to repel by force the en- 
croachments of the French on the weftern frontiers, along the 
rivers Ohio and de Boeuf, Mr. Walhington, then a major in 
the provincial fervice, and an adjutant-general of their forces, 
was difpatched by general Dinwiddle, with a letter to the 
commander in chief of the French on the Ohio, complaining 
of the inroads they were making in diredt violation of the 
treaties then fubfifting between the two crowns ; he had alio 
inftrudtions to treat with the fix nations and other weftern 
tribes of Indians, and to engage them to continue firm in 
their attachment to England. He fet out on this perilous em* 
baflfy, with about fifteen attendants, late in Odober, 1753; 
and fo fzT fucceeded, that on his return with monfieur de St. 
Pierre's anfwer, and his good fuccefs in the Indian negocia- 
tions, he was complimented with the thanks and approba- 
tion of his country. His journal of this whole traniadion 
was publifhed in Virginia, and does great credit to his in- 
duftry, attention, and judgment; and it has fince proved of 
infinite fervice to thofe who have been doomed to traverfe the 
fame inhofpitable trads. 

Soon after this, the defigns of the French becoming more 
manifeft, and their movements and condud more daring, 
orders were iflfued out by adminiftration for the colonies io 

I arm 
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arm and unite in one confederacy. The aflembly of Vir- 
ginia took the lead by voting a fum of money for the public 
fervice, and raifing a regiment of four hundred men for the 
protection of the frontiers of the colony. Major Wafliing- 
ton, then about twenty- three years of age, was appointed to 
the command of this regiment, and before the end of May, 
in the enfuing year, came up with a ftrong party of the French 
and Indians, at a place called Red-ftone, which he efFeftualiy 
routed after having taken and killed fifty men. Among the 
prifoners were the celebrated woods-man monfieur De La 
Force and two other officers, from whom colonel Waftiing- 
ton had undoubted intelligence, that the French -force on the 
Ohio confided of upwards of one thoufand regalars, and fome 
hundreds of Indians. Upon this intelligence, although his 
little army was fomewhat reduced, and intireiy infufficient to 
aft ofFenfively againft the French and Indians, yet he pufhed 
on towards his enemy to a good poft; where, in order to 
wait the arrival of fome expefted fuccour from New York 
and Pennfylvania, he entrenched himfelf, and built a fmall 
fort called Fort Neceffity. At this poft he remained un- 
molefted, and without any fuccour until the July following; 
when his fmall force, reduced now to lefs than three hun- 
dred men, was attacked by an army of French and Indians of 
eleven hundred and upwards, under the command of the 
Sieur de Villiers. The Virginians fuftained the attack of 
the enemy's whole force for feveral hours, and laid near two 
hundred of them dead in the field, when the French com- 
mander, difcouraged by fuch determined refolution, pro- 

C pofed 
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pofed the lefs dangerous method of difloging his enemy by 
a parley, which ended in an honourable capitulation. It was 
ftipulated that colonel Wafhington fhould march away 
with all the honours of war, and be allowed to carry off all 
his military (lores, efFeds, and baggage. This capitulation 
was violated from the ungovernable difpofition of the favages, 
whom the French commander could not reftrain from plun- 
dering the provincials on the onfet of their march, and from 
making a confiderable flaughter of men, cattle, and horfes. 
This breach of the capitulation was ftrongly remonftrated 
againft by the Britifh ambaflador at the Court of Verfailles, 
and may be looked upon as the aera when the French court 
began to unmaik, and to avow (though in a clandeftine 
manner) the conduA of their governors and officers in 
America : they redoubled their aAivity and diligence on the 
Ohio, and in other places during the winter 1754 and the 
following fpring. Virginia had determined to fend out a 
larger force ; the forts Cumberland and Loudon were built, 
and a camp was formed at Wills Creek, from thence to annoy 
the enemy on the Ohio. In thefe feveral fervices (particularly 
in the conftruftion of the forts) colonel Wafhington was 
principally employed, when he was fummoned to attend 
general Braddock, who with his army arrived at Alexandria, 
• in Virginia, in May 1755. The defign of fending out that 
army, was to penetrate through the country to Fort Du 
Quefne (now Fort Pitt) by the route of Wills Creek ; and 
as no perfon was better acquainted with the frontier country 
than colonel Wafhington, and no one in the colony enjoyed 

fo 
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fo well eftablifhed a military charader, he was judged highly 
ferviceable to general Braddock, and cheerfully quitted his 
command to a<5t as a volunteer and aid du camp under that 
unfortunate general. The particulars of the defeat, and al- 
moft total ruin of Braddock's army, confiding of two thou- 
fand regular Britifh forces, .^nd near eight hundred provin- 
cials, are too well known to need a repetition : it is allowed 
on all fides, that the haughty pofitive behaviour of the ge- 
neral, his high contempt of the provincial officers and fol- 
diers, and his difdainful obftinacy in rejefting their advice, 
were the genuine caufes of this fatal difafter. With wjiat rc- 
folution and fteadinefs the provincials and their gallant com- 
mander behaved on this trying occafion, and in covering the 
confufed retreat of the army,* let every Britifli officer and 
foldier confefs, who were refcued from (laughter on that 
calamitous day by their valour and conduct. 

After general Braddock's difafter, the colony of Virginia 
found it neceflary to eftablifh her militia, raife more men, 
ftrengthen her forts, undertake expeditions to check the in- 
roads of the enemy, &c. &c. &c. In all which important 
fervices colonel Wadiington bore a principal fhare, and ac- 
quitted himfelf to the utmoft fatisfaftion of his country, by 
difplaying, on every occafion, the moft perlevering induftry, 
perfonal courage, and military abilities. He was again ap- 
pointed to the command of the Virginia troops, and held it 

* Sec captain Ormc's letter to governor Dinwiddic, and alfo the other accounts 
o^ that day. 
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with fignal credit till his refignation in 1759, ^^^^ he mar- 
ried th:: young widow of Mr. Cuftis, his prefent lady; with 
whom he had a fortune of twenty thoufand pounds flerlingin 
her own right, befides her dower in one of the principal 
eftates in Virginia, From this period he became afliduous 
to (erve the ftate as a fenator, as he had hitherto been aftive to 
defend it as a foldier. For feveral years he reprefented Frederick 
County, and had a feat for Fairfax County ; at the time he 
was appointed by the aflembly, in conformity with the uni- 
verfal wifli of the people, to be one of their four delegates at 
the firft general congrefs. It was with no fmall reludtance 
that he engaged again in the active fcenes of life; and I fin- 
cerely believe that no motives but fuch as fpring from a moft 
difinterefted patriotifm could have ever prevailed upon him to 
relinquifh the moft refined domeftic pleafures, which it was 
ever in his power to command, and the great delight he took 
in farming and the improvement of his eftate. You well 
know that general Wafliington is, perhaps, the greateft land- 
holder in America (theproprietorsofPennfylvania, Maryland^ 
and the Northern Neck excepted); for befides his lady's fortune, 
and ten thoufand pounds falling to him by the death of her 
only daughter, he has large traAs of land taken up by himfelf 
early in life, fome confiderable purchafes made from officers 
who had lands allotted them for their fervices; and has, 
moreover, made great additions to his eftate at Mount Vernon, 
It is impoflible in this country, as in England, to rate the 
value of eftates by their annual rent or income, becaufe they 
are univerfally tilled by negroes, and in the hands of land- 
holders. 
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holders. There are many eftates in the middle colonies, which 
never produced a clear income to their owners of five hundred 
a year, that may be eafily fold for forty thoufand pounds. 
General Wadiington's, however, will not be over-rated, if fet 
down at a good four thoufand pounds Englifh per annum, 
and his whole property could not be bought for forty years 
purchafe. 

When it was determined at length in Congrefs, after every 
ftep towards an accommodation had failed, and every petition 
from America had been fcornfully rejefted, to repel by force the 
invafion from Great Britain, the eyes of the whole Continent 
were immediately turned upon Mr. Wafhington. With one 
common voice he was called forth to the defence of his 
country ; and it is, perhaps, his peculiar glory, that there 
was not a fingle inhabitant of thefe ftates, except himfelf, 
who did not approve the choice, and place the firmed con- 
fidence in his integrity and abilities.* He arrived at Cam- 
bridge in New England, in July, 1775, *"^ there took the 
fupreme command of the armies of America. He was re- 
ceived at the camp with that heart-felt exultation which fu- 
perior merit can alone infpire, after having in his progrefs 
through the feveral ftates received every mark of aflFedion 
and efteem, which they conceived were due to the man, 
whom the whole continent looked up to for fafety and 
freedom. 

* It is fomcwhat iingulir, that even in England not one rcfledlion was ever call, 
or the lead difrefpcdlful word uttered againft him^ 
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As he always refufed to accept of any pecuniary appoint- 
ment for his public fervices, no falary has been annexed by 
Congrefs to his important command, and he only draws 
weekly for the expenfes of his public table and other neccf- 
fary demands. General Wafliington having never been in 
Europe, could not poflibly have fttn much military fervice 
when the armies of Britain were fent to fubdue us ; yet ftill, 
for a variety of reafons, he was by much the moft proper 
man on this continent, and probably any where elfe, to be 
placed at the head of an American army. The very high 
eftimation he ftood in for integrity and honour, his engaging 
in the caufe of his country from fentiment and a conviftion of 
her wrongs, his moderation in politics, hisextenfive property, 
and his approved abilities as a commander, were motives 
which neceflfarily obliged the choice of America to fall upon 
him. That nature has given him extraordinary military 
talents will hardly be controverted by his moft bitter ene- 
mies ; and having been early aftuated with a warm paflion 
to ferve his country in the military line, he has greatly im- 
proved them by unwearied induftry, and a clofe application 
to the beft writers upon taftics, and by a more than common 
method and exadnefs : and, in reality, when it comes to b^ 
coniidered that at firft he only headed a body of men intirely 
unacquainted with military difcipline or operations, fome- 
what ungovernable in temper, and who at beft could only be 
ftiled an alert and good militia, afting under very ftiort en- 
liftments, uncloathed, unaccoutred, and at all times very ill 
fupplied with ammunition and artillery; and that with fuch an 
army he withftood the ravages and progrefs of near forty 
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thoufand veteran troops, plentifully provided with every ne- 
ceflary article, commanded by the braved officers in Europe, 
and Tupported by a very powerful navy,^ which eflfeftually 
prevented all movements by water ; when, I fay, all this 
comes to be impartially confidered, I think I may venture to 
pronounce, that general Wafliington will be regarded by man- 
kind as one of the greateft military ornaments of the prefent 
age, and that his name will command the veneration of the 
lateft pofterity. 

I would not mention to you the perfon of this excellent 
man, were I not convinced that it bears great analogy to the 
qualifications of his mind. General Wafliington is now in 
the forty-feventh year of his age ; he is a tall well-made 
man, rather large boned, and has a tolerably genteel addrefs : 
his features are manly and bold, his eyes of a blueifli cad 
and very lively ; his hair a deep brown, his face rather long 
and marked with the fmall pox : his complexion fun burnt 
and without much colour, and his countenance fenfible, com- 
pofed, and thoughtful ; there is a remarkable air of dignity 
about him, with a ftriking degree of gracefulnefs : he has an 
excellent underftanding without much quicknefs ; is ftriftly 
juft, vigilant, and generous ; an affeftionate hufband, a faith- 
ful friend, a father to the deferving foldier ; gentle in his 
manners, in temper rather referved; a total ftranger to reli- 
gious prejudices, which have fo often excited Chriftians of 
one denomination to cut the throats of thofe of another; in 
his morals irreproachable ; he was never known to exceed 
the bounds of the mofl: rigid temperance : in a word, all his 
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friends and acquaintance univerfally allow, that no man ever 
united in his own perfon a more perfeft alliance of the vir- 
tues of a philofopher with the talents of a general. Candour, 
fincerity, affability, and fimplicity, feem to be the ftrikingj 
features of his character, till an occafion offers of difplaying 
the moft determined bravery and independence of fpirit. 

Such, my good friend, is the man, to whom America 
has intruded her important caufe. Hitherto ft e has had every 
reafon to be fatisfied with her choice ; and moft ungrateful 
would ftie be to the great Difpofer of human events, were 
(he not to render him unremitting thanks for having pro- 
vided her with fuch a citizen at fuch a crifis. Moft nations 
have been favoured with fome patriotic deliverer : the If- 
raelites had their Mofes; Rome had her Camillus ; Greece 
her Leonidas ; Sweden her Guftavus ; and England her 
Hambdens, her Ruffels, and her Sydneys: but thefe illuf- 
trious heroes, though fuccefsful in preferving and defending, 
did not, like Waftiington, form or eftablifti empires, which 
will be the refuge or afylum of Liberty baniftied from 
Europe by luxury and corruption. Muft not, therefore, 
your heart beat with confcious pride at the profpeft of your 
friend's being ranked among (if not above) thofe illuftrious 
patriots ? at the enchanting thought, that He, whom you 
know and love, ftiall be acknowledged by prefent and future 
generations as their great deliverer, and the chief inftrument 
in the hands of the Almighty for laying the foundation of 
that freedom and happinefs, which, I truft, await the future 
myriads of this vaft continent ? 

FINIS. >^ ft^ 



